PIONEER MODEL IN THE
SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION OF
WINE IN THE PRIORAT REGION,
APPLICABLE TO OTHER
SPANISH AND EUROPEAN
WINE-GROWING REGIONS.
LIFE PRIORAT+ MONTSANT is a demonstration
project whose main objective is to develop a
sustainable wine production model, applicable on
a large scale in the Priorat region. To achieve this,
this initiative is based on the use of a set of
methodologies that guarantee the efficient use of
natural resources throughout its value chain.

THE SUSTAINABLE CHALLENGE
OF THE PRIORAT REGION
In recent decades, the Catalan region of Priorat has
established itself as an international reference in
the production of high quality wines, thanks to its
characteristic and careful production process and
the use of the wine-producing, natural and cultural
heritage of this area.
The region’s wine sector, consisting of 170 wineries
with the original denominations of D.O.ca Priorat
and D.O. Montsant, faces different challenges
related to the sustainability of its crops and the
production of wines. The preservation of this
unique natural environment and the reduction of
the environmental impact derived from the wine
production process are some of the main
challenges. And all this, in a context marked by
growing international competition and an
increasingly demanding market committed to the
environment.

LIFE PRIORAT+ MONTSANT is financed by the LIFE + tool of the
European Union and has a budget of 1,529,153 euros. This four-year
project is scheduled to start in July 2016 and end in June 2020. The
following entities are involved:

Further information at:

www.lifeprioratmontsant.eu
@PRIORATMONTSANT

life.priorat.montsant
LIFE PRIORAT+MONTSANT
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OBJECTIVES

ACTIONS

EXPECTED RESULTS

Show growers and winemakers the benefits and
advantages of applying sustainable production
techniques to optimise resources.

Application of a set of methodologies aimed at the efficient
management of irrigation in wine-producing areas.

Optimising irrigation of 400 hectares of vineyards
by reducing water consumption per ton of grapes
produced.

Promote consumer awareness of the importance of
reducing wine’s environmental footprint.
Provide wine producers and oenologists with
training and the proper tools for the application of
new business models that guarantee sustainable
wine production.
Demonstrate the benefits of combining landscape
preservation and reducing the global impact of
wine’s environmental footprint in order to promote
sustainable tourism.
Transfer the results and lessons learned to other
European wine regions, with the aim of replicating
this sustainable production model.

Implementation of good practices for the minimisation of
chemically synthesised pesticides to combat three major
diseases and pests that threaten grapevines: downy and
powdery mildew and grape moth (Lobesia botrana).

Decreasing the use of pesticides and fertilizers,
replacing them with other more
environmentally-friendly ones.

Implementation of a specific Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) programme for the vineyards.

Reducing the consumption of energy, water and
materials in warehouse processes.

Development of strategies to achieve the efficient use of
fertilisers in vineyards.

Objectively reducingf the environmental impact of
the production cycle of wine produced in the
Priorat region, through the pilot application of the
new European rule for calculating the "Product
environmental footprint" (PEF WINE).

Implementation of sustainable production techniques to
optimise the use of resources (water, energy and materials)
in the winery.
Providing wine producers and oenologists with the right
tools to develop a sustainable wine production model.

Promoting the awareness of wine producers and
wineries about the use of sustainable production
techniques.

Start of initiatives aimed at positioning the Priorat region
as an international reference destination for the
sustainable development of quality wine.

Increasing consumer awareness about wine’s
environmental footprint.

Development of initiatives aimed at replicating and
transferring project results in other geographical areas.

Improving the positioning of the Priorat region as
a sustainable wine tourism destination.
Implementing the results of the project in 6 other
European wine-producing regions.

A PROJECT THAT WILL ALSO ESTABLISH THE BASES
AND PROVIDE THE APPROPRIATE TOOLS
TO GUARANTEE SUSTAINABLE WINE TOURISM

